
Board of Education Regular Meeting 
Monday, February 14, 2022 7:00 PM Central 

Administration Building- Board Room
320 N 5th St

Beatrice, NE 68310  
   
Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance with the Board approved 
method for giving notice of meetings.  Notice of this meeting was given in advance to all members of the Board of 
Education.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in the publicized notice and a current copy of the agenda 
was maintained as stated in the publicized notice.  All proceedings of the Board of Education, except as may be 
hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open to attendance of the public. 
  
1. Call to Order & Roll Call 

Present: Eric Book, Janet Byars, Erin Chadwick, Doris Martin, Lisa Pieper, Eric Trusty, Jon Zimmerman. Present: 7. 

Mr. Trusty, President of the Board of Education, called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM. At the beginning of the 
meeting, the chairperson announced and informed the public that a current copy of the Open Meetings Act was 
available online and accessible to members of the public. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

All stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. Consent Agenda 

Mrs. Martin presented the following items on the consent agenda: 

3.1. Approval of the agenda as submitted 

3.2. Approval of minutes of the regular Board of Education meeting on January 10, 2022 

3.3. Approval of the minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting on January 26, 2022 

3.4. Approval of the proposed accounts for payment 

3.5. Approval of budgetary receipts and expenditures for January 2022 

3.6. Approval of Option Students: To Wilber-Clatonia- Hudson Swanson- Gr. K (2022-2023); To Tri County- Harley 
Dike- Gr. 9, Jazmin Dike- Gr. 11, Wyatt Dike- Gr. 6; To Norris- Grayson Kunz- Gr. 11; To Freeman- Emma Erikson- 
Gr. 11, Connor Hayden- Gr. 9 (2022-2023); From Southern- Josalyn Beahr- Gr. K (2022-2023) 

3.7. Approval of resignations of Carol Oltman- High School Media Specialist; Tracy Post- High School Counselor; 
Donna Hadley- High School Resource; Megan Robeson- High School English; Kari Laflin- Resource at Paddock 
Lane; Brenda Broughton- 4th Grade at Paddock Lane; Londyn Rupprecht- Behavior Disorder at Paddock Lane; 
Anna Petska- Speech Language Pathologist at Lincoln; Pamela Barnes- Middle School Speech Language 
Pathologist  

I move that the Board of Education of District #15 approve the consent agenda as presented passed with a 
motion by Doris Martin and a second by Erin Chadwick. 
Eric Book: Yea, Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, 
Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

4. Outstanding Recognition 

4.1. Employee of the Month 

Before recognizing the Employee of the Month, Mr. Trusty welcomed Mr. Kirk Penner from the State Board of 
Education to the meeting. 
 
Dr Nielsen recognized Dave Trout as the February Employee of the Month. Dr. Nielsen said Dave serves everyone 
in the school district. He has a very physical job that forces him to be out in all types of weather. He is always 
willing to do whatever it takes to get a job done; for example, he has left his own lunch to run to an elementary 



school to deliver special food for a child or redeliver food because the food was spilled. He delivers breakfast items 
a few mornings to the preschool and organizes the 300 cases of food arriving with commodity orders. In addition, 
he delivers backpacks every Wednesday and then picks up the empty totes on Monday. Dave is very 
knowledgeable, a jack of all trades; he has been able to fix equipment which saves the cafeteria department 
money, which is fantastic. Whenever Dawn needs his help, he is always there with a smile on his face and a 
willingness to help and we truly appreciate that.  

4.2. Business Friend of the Month 

Mr. Alexander informed the Board that the Business Friend of the Month was unable to attend, so the presentation 
will be presented at the next Board Meeting. 

4.3. All-State Football: Caleb Jones 

Mr. Alexander shared that Caleb Jones was selected to the First Team All State in Football and has also been 
selected to play in the Nebraska Shrine Bowl. Caleb has committed to playing football for Iowa Western 
Community College. Caleb is a great teammate and a school leader. You can often see him leading the student 
section at home basketball games, supporting his schoolmates. 

4.4. Board Member Recognition 

Mr. Alexander and Dr. Nielsen presented the board members with a token of appreciation for their dedication to the 
students of Beatrice Public Schools. He informed everyone that last week was School Board Recognition Week in 
the State of Nebraska. He stated they do a lot of volunteer work that has a purposeful meaning and sometimes you 
don't get to see that come to fruition for quite some time. He addressed the Board and let them know that both he 
and Dr. Nielsen enjoys working with them and they are grateful for the different areas in which they work to help the 
District. 

5. Information 

5.1. Student Update 

Connor Hamilton shared that parent/teacher conferences are going on this week. Starting with Stoddard and 
Lincoln, they are having book fairs. The 2nd graders have begun taking swimming lessons at the YMCA and Mr. 
Janssen said they are grateful for their partnership with the Y and look forward to working with them more. Moving 
on to Paddock, they are having a good time with the different houses. Games were played and it was a great 
opportunity for the kids to get to know each other. In the past week, there were houses that made Valentine's Day 
cards for nursing homes. He said that 21 students were recognized for being responsible during the month of 
January. At Middle School, the girls’ basketball team won the Trailblazer Conference Tournament and ended their 
season with a victory over Malcolm. The eighth graders have completed their national assessment of education 
progress test. He also stated that the high school counselors have been speaking with the eighth grade students 
about registering for classes next year. Moving on to high school, the boys and girls’ basketball teams are doing 
well. Swim and Dive had a great conference meet; the boys were runners-ups and the girls were the champions. 
State dive and swim will start on February 24th. The wrestling team qualified eight wrestlers for the state 
tournament being held this weekend. The cheer and dance teams have been great at the games and both have 
state coming up as well. Leadership put on a successful paper airplane contest raising over $1200 dollars for Make 
a Wish Foundation. Spring sports continue to prepare for the upcoming season. 

5.2. Board Reports 

5.2.1. Committee of the Whole 

Martin reported that the Committee of the Whole met on January 26, 2022 with Pieper and Zimmerman absent. 
Ryan Bruns of Dana F. Cole company gave an overview of the 2020-2021 audit report. An overview of PLC 
Training was presented by Dr. Nielsen, Shana Ensz, Brenda Gronewold and Erin Hamilton. The following topics 
were discussed: Article 5-BHS communication requirement for graduation (Mr. Sutter), Dr. Nielsen updated on 
the collaboration with ESU 5 schools and the use of instructional specialists. Articles 3, 8 and 9 of policy (Mr. 
Alexander) and lastly, an update on the PK-5 Building Project. The meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM. 

5.2.2. STANCE Report 

Mr. Alexander informed the Board that Stance has been very active in current legislative issues the past couple 
of months. He said we had representatives from the stance organization testify on behalf of LB 690, 960 and 
1218. He also reported we have testifiers and letters of support for LB 890 and 891 and testifiers lined up for LB 



1158. He informed the Board that Erin and Janet both helped testify in opposition to LB 1146 and in the following 
weeks will probably have to testify in opposition to LB 1143. 

5.2.3. Negotiations 

Mrs. Byars reported the negotiations group held its 5th meeting and have not reached an agreement. Pieper 
asked if Byars thought this may end up going to mediation and if so, what is the deadline to settle. Byars stated 
she is hopeful they will be able to reach an agreement but believes negotiations need to be settled by the end of 
March, otherwise it will automatically go to mediation. Zimmerman stated the meetings have been going well with 
a lot of discussion with each meeting lasting an hour or two hours, they just haven't been able to come together 
yet. 

6. Public Forum/Citizen's Requests/Comments Related to Agenda Items 

No one spoke at this time. 

7. Action 

7.1. Committee Appointments  

Mr Trusty shared his list of members that he spoke with and that have agreed to be on a specific committee. First is 
School Community and Staff Relations: Janet Byars agreed to chair with Erin Chadwick and Eric Trusty being a 
part of that committee. Next, is the Americanism Committee: Doris Martin agreed to chair with Lisa Pieper and Eric 
Book being a part of the committee. The Negotiations Committee is for next fall for the 2023-2024 school year. 
Janet Byars has agreed to chair with Doris Martin and Lisa Pieper being a part of that committee. The Legislative 
Delegate will be Eric Trusty and the Government Relations Network Representative is Doris Martin. 

I move the Board of Education of District #15 approve the committee assignments passed with a motion by 
Doris Martin and a second by Jon Zimmerman. 
Eric Book: Yea, Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, 
Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

7.2. Approval of the 2020-21 audit  

Mr. Alexander shared that Dana F. Cole presented the District with an unmodified audit which is the highest 
auditing opinion/grade a public auditor can provide. Therefore, all checks and balances are complete. 

I move that the Board of Education of District #15 approve the 2020-21 financial audit as presented at the 
January Committee of the Whole meeting passed with a motion by Doris Martin and a second by Erin 
Chadwick. 
Eric Book: Yea, Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, 
Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

7.3. Consider, discuss and approve suspending the second reading of policy, and to adopt the updated Series 
3000, 8000, and 9000 of the Board policies and bylaws, and rescind the current Article III, Article VIII, and Article IX 
of the Board policies and bylaws  

Mr. Alexander reminded the Board that these policies primarily reflect Budgetary and Fiscally Related Operations 
of the District and outline key aspects of Fund Setup and Management Operations, Expenditure and Revenue 
Procedures and Insurance and Inventory Requirements. Article 8000 policies are internal Board policies that deal 
specifically with items related to the Board of Education. Key areas of note are the Organization of the Board of 
Education, the Role of the Board Members and the Methods of Operation for the Board of Education. And finally, 
Article 9000 policies are Bylaws of the board and are policies specifically related to the Operations of the Board. 
The key areas included are Line of Authority and Authority of the Board of Education, the length of Terms of 
Service and Officer Roles of the Board and Bylaws, Policies and Regulations of the Board and Types of Meetings 
and Meeting Operations. 

I move that the Board of Education of District #15 suspend the second reading of policy and to adopt the entire 
Board policy series 3000, 8000, and 9000, as presented, and to repeal and rescind all existing Board policies 
in Article III, Article VIII, and Article IX not specifically set forth and included in the newly adopted Board policy 
book passed with a motion by Doris Martin and a second by Jon Zimmerman. 



Eric Book: Yea, Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, 
Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

7.4. Graduation Requirements 

Mr. Alexander reminded the Board about discussions they have had in regards to Policy 5220 specifically related to 
the Communications requirements and graduation requirements. Mr. Sutter was given direction by the Board to 
come back with an Option A and an Option B. Option A is specifically laid out class by class and Option B would 
embed the communications requirement in the Language Arts Curriculum. Doris Martin stated she felt the idea of 
embedding the communications requirement is unfair to students to be required to give either an oral or written 
presentation with no instruction. Eric Book then spoke in favor of Option A also since he believes communication is 
needed more than ever with social media and texting. People are having a harder time explaining themselves 
because of these situations and have a hard time discussing current issues without being quick to insult people and 
seeing it as the practice of civility that we are losing in our society. Erin Chadwick shared that initially she was in 
favor of Option B because she felt Option A gave too many options for satisfying the communications requirement, 
but now thinks Option B may end up watering down the emphasis on communication. Eric Trusty shared that he is 
still in favor of Option B as he feels that a lot of the things we do are embedded within every class that our students 
are taking, whether it's science or communication classes, those students are expected to do some sort of 
presentation, whether it is standing up in front of the class or preparing a presentation. 

I move that the Board of Education District #15 approve Option A of AR5220 passed with a motion by Doris 
Martin and a second by Eric Book. 
Eric Trusty: Nay, Eric Book: Yea, Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, 
Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 1 

7.5. Security System for District Office 

Mr. Alexander shared that they have received proposals from Kidwell and Tru View. He said that Kidwell is a 
statewide-based camera security system company, whereas Tru View is a local company that does the same work 
for about $9000 less. He said there will be cameras at every angle in the building. In addition, we will have cameras 
that will be able to view the parking lot at the administration building and also the front of the Middle School. 

I move that the Board of Education of District #15 approve the proposal from Tru View for installation of a 
security system at the district office (located at 320 N 5th St) passed with a motion by Doris Martin and a 
second by Erin Chadwick. 
Eric Book: Yea, Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, 
Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

8. Administrators' Report 

8.1. Superintendent Report 

8.1.1. Building Project Update 

He advised the board that there was another water main break. This break was at the administration building this 
time. So far, three of the six buildings have had this happen. Mr. Alexander finished by updating the Board about 
the PK-5 building project. He said they had two meetings with the architects and the selection committee met 
and narrowed down the RFP proposals to four CMR's who they have selected for interviews. He said the finance 
plan is still high-level and it was decided to wait to get the CMR on board before deciding when to begin bank 
discussions. 

8.1.2. Legislative Update 

Mr. Alexander updated the board that LB 890 got pulled due to difficulties with some senators seeing the value of 
the bill. He stated that he feels that Senator Wells, who initiated the bill, will be willing to work on it in a legislative 
hearing over the summer and continue to find a solution to the TEOSA formula that drives state aid and school 
finance and it also has a big impact on property taxes. Mr. Alexander stated he is waiting for the date that LB 
1146 and LB 1143 will be held in hearing at the education committee and they will be there to testify in 
opposition. He informed the Board that LB 896, which puts a 2% cap on property valuation access to schools 
failed. 



9. Notification of Next Meeting 

10. Adjournment 

I move that the Board of Education of District #15 adjourn passed with a motion by Doris Martin and a second by 
Erin Chadwick. 
Eric Book: Yea, Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, 
Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:40 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Renee Griffeth-Splitter 

 

_____________________________________                                                                          
Board Secretary/Assistant Superintendent                                                          Date 


